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A message from Dr. Vanessa Anton, Dean of the College of 

Education:  

We are pleased to share the 5th annual NSU College of Education 

alumni newsletter. Over the past year, we have continued to find ways 

to connect and partner in our communities. We continue to be 

committed to achieving results through rigor, relevance, relationships, 

and responsibility. We hope you enjoy the information we have put 

together to highlight and celebrate our awesome graduates. We are 

very proud of the work they have done to make a difference 

throughout the state, and if you know of anyone who should be 

recognized in the future, let us know! 
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COE Hosts Annual 

SNAG Golf 

Fundraising Event 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The NSU College of Education 

hosted the annual SNAG Golf 

Fundraising tournament in 

September. All proceeds from 

the event go directly to an 

endowment for student 

scholarships. Participants from 

the College of Education, 

university, and community 

volunteers enjoyed playing 

golf, eating, and spending time 

with colleagues, friends, and 

family. This event is played 

every Fall, and alumni are 

welcome to participate. The 

COE held their annual SNAG 

golf scholarship fundraiser in 

September. They had a record 

number of teams and raised 

$7,000 for student 

scholarships. BancFirst won 

first place in the 

tournament.For more 

information, contact Dr. 

Vanessa Anton. 

 
NSU COE Alumni Spotlight 

Coleen Anderson 

Owasso (Teacher & Reading Specialist) 

M.ED. Reading, 2021 

The College of Education is proud to feature alumni in each 
newsletter who have positively impacted his/her community 

and field of study. 
 

 
In this issue, we are honored to introduce Coleen Anderson as one of our amazing alumna! When 

asked to share some things about her life and career she stated, “I pride myself in my strong integrity 

and work ethic in my career and graduate pursuits. While in grad school at NSU, I was a Graduate 
Assistant and worked closely with professors. I helped in the Reading Clinic and wrote a chapter in a 
published text with Dr. Moreland and Dr. Been. Additionally, I had the opportunity to develop a strong 
relationship with a family of the Reading Clinic. This specific child had many learning challenges 
regarding reading. As a middle school student, she was already discouraged about reading and did 
not appreciate the help of teachers. I was able to break through these barriers and help her make 
tremendous growth. Finally, in my career as an educator, I am team lead and have been sought out 
to present to district colleagues about reading instruction. This my first year at Owasso P.S. so it is a 
great honor to have the team lead role and to be valued for my strong instructional practices. 
Additionally, I now have received certification to be a Reading Specialist and hope to pursue that role 
later in my career. I plan to also continue my education and receive a PH.D. at some point.” 

 

Katherine Buckner 

Broken Arrow (Library Media 
Specialist) 

M.S. Library Media and Information 
Technology, 2021 

 
We are also honored to introduce Katherine Buckner as an amazing alumna. Katherine shared, “I 

would consider raising my three children my favorite life accomplishment. I think I have learned 

more from them than they have learned from me. They inspire me to continue to grow and be the 

best version of myself as possible. Some of my most meaningful career accomplishments would 

be becoming a National Board Certified teacher in Early Childhood. Going through the National 

Board process allowed me to examine what I was doing in the classroom and the why behind it. 

Another accomplishment would be earning Teacher of the Year, this year at my school. This is 

only my third year at the school and my third year as a librarian, so I have had to work hard to 

become established here. I am honored to represent our school this year. 

I attended NSU for both my undergraduate and masters degrees. As a result, the courses I took 

help me develop my time management skills which have proven to be beneficial in my current role 

as a librarian. As a librarian, I have many roles in the school and it is important to be able to 

manage time effectively so I can be successful in all of those roles. While attending NSU for my 

graduate work, I was the president of the LIBM organization which helped grow my leadership 

skills. I have been able to use those skills I learned in my job everyday and I serve on the 

instructional leadership committee. Through the field experiences and discussion boards, I 

developed my communication and collaboration skills which I use daily in my current position. My 

education at NSU has played a vital role in my success in my education career.” 

This tournament would not be 

possible without this generous 

couple, Terry and Vanessa Anton. 

Terry Anton is the creator of 

SNAG and implemented the 

stunning course at Burnt Cabin. 

SNAG is an up and coming 

worldwide venture! Thank you for 

supporting the College of 

Education's annual scholarship 

fundraiser. 
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[Grab your reader’s attention with a great quote from the document or use this space to emphasize a key point. To place this 
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Dr. MooSong Kim Named DaVinci 

Institute Creativity in Education Fellow 

 

Dr. Lisa Bisogno, 
COE Associate 

Dean, Was 
Awareded the 

OACTE 
Distinguished 
Service Award 

Dr. Lisa Bisogno, College of Education Associate Dean, was 

awarded the Oklahoma Association of Colleges for Teacher 

Education Distinguised Service Award for the 2021-2022 

Academic Year. 

OACTE is made up of the Teacher Education administrators and 

directors from 23 public and private universities and colleges 

from across Oklahoma. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dr. MooSong Kim, Assoicate Professor of Curriculum 

& Instruction, was named a 2022 DaVinci Fellow. Dr. 

Kim stated “it is a great honor to receive the 2022 

DaVinci Creativity in Education Fellow. I am grateful 

to the DaVinci Institute and NSU for supporting my 

research project aiming to promote children with 

disabilities’ physical activity. This fellowship award 

recognizes my passion for promoting physical 

activity for all. I strongly believe that this fellowship 

award will enable me to take a small step toward 

achieving the goal. Again, thank you the DaVinci 

Institute and NSU for supporting this research 

project. 

 
Are you interested 

in obtaining your 

Master’s Degree? 

NSU College of 

Education offers 

the following 

master’s 

programs. Click 

on the links for 

further 

information: 

Counseling, M.S. 

 
Early Childhood 

Education, M.Ed. 
(available online) 

 
Health and Sport 
Science, M.S. 

 
Leadership, M.S. 

(available online) 

 
Instructional 

Leadership, M.Ed. 
(available online) 

 
Library Media and 

Information 

Technology, M.S. 
(available online) 

 
Reading, M.Ed. 

(available online) 

 
School 

Administration, M.Ed. 
(available online) 

 
Special Education - 
Autism Spectrum 
Disorders (ASD), 
M.Ed. 

(available online) 

https://academics.nsuok.edu/psychologycounseling/counseling-masters.aspx?_ga=2.197160232.644408243.1639146506-1061781958.1557668249
https://academics.nsuok.edu/curriculuminstruction/DegreePrograms/EarlyChildhoodEducationMEd.aspx
https://academics.nsuok.edu/curriculuminstruction/DegreePrograms/EarlyChildhoodEducationMEd.aspx
https://academics.nsuok.edu/healthkinesiology/DegreePrograms/HealthandSportsScience%2CMS.aspx
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Choctaw Nation STEAM Camp Visit 
 

Twenty three high school students from the Choctaw Nation STEAM Camp visited NSU on June 
22-23, 2022. As part of NSU’s Choctaw Nation Student Recruitment Camp, they toured the 
Innovation Discovery Education Academy (IDEA) center and participated in immersive Harry 
Potter themed activities led by Dr. Meagan Moreland, Dr. Kelli Carney, and Ms. Barbara 
Fuller along with David Fuller and Allison Grooms. Activities included making butterbeer, 
exploring the chemical reaction behind making slime, interactive games, and more. What a great 
day! Thank you to NSU’s Office of Admissions, Recruitment, and Scholarships for letting us be 

part of this innovative recruitment camp. 

COE 

Department 

Updates 
 
 
 

 
Curriculum and Instruction: We have three new faculty member's this year: Dr. Tamra Day, Assistant 

Professor for Special Education; Dr. Christine Gleason, Assistant Professor for Teacher Education; and 
Dr. Brandy McCombs, Assistant Professor for Curriculum and Instruction. Jameie Combs has created 
an immersion classroom space in IDEA Labs. The Deaf Community in Tahlequah and outlying areas 
has been faithful to attend monthly "Deaf Coffee Chats" . We were able to open the Little Rowdy 
Daycare on the BA students. NSU students now have a place for their children to play and learn while 
they are going to their own NSU courses on campus. 

 
Educational Leadership: The Department of Educational Leadership is excited to welcome Mr. Riley 

Young as our administrative assistant. In addition to Mr. Young, Dr. Kari Henry Hulett and Dr. Sophia 
Burch joined the department as part of the Instructional Leadership Program. All four programs within 
the department witnessed increased enrollment for the beginning of the 2022-23 school year. The 
School Administration Program faculty partnered with the American Indian Resource Center for a grant 
targeting Native American candidates for school administration. Currently, there are 16 candidates in 
the program and faculty are working to build one more cohort for the spring 2023 semester. 

 
Health and Kinesiology: Ms. Rhea Kaltenbach will retire in January, 2023. Congratulations to Dr. Kimberly 

Seibold for receiving a doctoral degree with a concentration of Kinesiology Education. Congratulations 
to Dr. Stangl for promotion to Assistant Professor. The Bachelor of Science in Health and Human 
Performance is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs 
(CAAHEP) in March 2022. In addition, HPE faculty, Dr. Gerlach and Ms. Fritts presented their research 
work “Coaching Stress in Division 2 Athletic Teams” in the SHAPE America in April 2022 and SNAG golf 
in the OAHPERD in October 2022. 

 
Psychology and Counseling: The Department of Psychology and Counseling filled four positions to replace 

faculty who were retiring or took other positions. In the undergraduate Psychology program we 

welcome Dr. Eva Harkness and in the Counseling program doctors Fariba Ehteshami, Sarah Haas, and 

Amanda Stuckey. The faculty have hit the ground running and we are excited to have their expertise in 

the department. Our recruitment and retention efforts continue and, as a result, we are working with the 

Cherokee Nation to secure scholarships for addictions studies in the Masters of Counseling program. In 

the undergraduate program, we are extending our outreach to underserved populations such as 

indigenous students. Our efforts to access new populations have resulted in discussions with the 

Criminal Justice program for a collaborative minor. We have also begun talks with Health and 

Kinesiology concerning a sports psychology minor. The online option for the bachelor of science in 

Psychology is growing. We are contacting community colleges and other prospective students to 

advertise and promote this new way to obtain a Psychology degree, totally online. Our faculty continue 

to mentor students in research and we currently have approximately eight students attending 

conferences during the spring semester with various faculty. 
 

Grow Your 
Own 

Teachers 
Program 

Expands to 
Broken 

Arrow High 
School 

High School students interested 

in education take EDUC 3001 

as a concurrent course and 

learn about teaching and 

participate in an internship. 

Current partnerships expanded 

to Broken Arrow High School. 

For more information, contact 

Dr. Lisa Bisogno, Associate 

Dean. 

Get Involved 

Alumni Spotlight 

Would you or someone you 

know like to be recognized in the 

spotlight section of our 

newsletter? If so, please 

complete the following form. 

*Please note: Not all entries will 

appear in the spotlight section. 

Nominate yourself or someone 

here. 

Alumni Stories 

Would you like to share your 

NSU story with us? We are 

seeking alumni quotes and 

stories to help tell about your 

experiences at NSU. If you are 

interested, please visit the 

following form. COE Alumni 

Stories 

https://academics.nsuok.edu/curriculuminstruction
https://coe.nsuok.edu/educationalleadership/default.aspx
https://academics.nsuok.edu/healthkinesiology
https://academics.nsuok.edu/psychologycounseling
https://goo.gl/forms/y0DnKTLlofX2CJhy2
https://goo.gl/forms/y0DnKTLlofX2CJhy2
https://forms.gle/MQQApuw6op4cDVnF7
https://forms.gle/MQQApuw6op4cDVnF7


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Bea Keller-Dupree, from the 

Department of Psychology & 

Counseling, was interviewed by 

TulsaKids Magazine to learn how 

parents can support goal-setting 

for children of all-ages. The 

interview explored SMART goals 

(Specific, Measurable, Attainable, 

Relevant/Realistic, and Time- 

Based), growth-mindset, and how 

parents can use open-ended 

conversations to help children and 

youth self-define goals that 

personally matter. 

Check out the full article 

at TulsaKids Magazine. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
NSU's Advanced programs of School Administration, Library Media & Information Technology, and 
Reading, had their accreditation site visit from CAEP (Council for the Accreditation of Educator 
Preparation) in Fall 2021 with no areas for improvement recommended in the preliminary report. All three 
programs were granted full accreditation at the advanced-level effective between Spring 2022 and Spring 
2026. The next site review will take place in Fall 2025. 

 
In September 2022, we submitted 12 interim program-level reviews at the state and SPA (Specialized 
Program Association) level. The programs that went through the state's OEQA (Office of Educational 
Quality and Accountability) process were all approved in October 2022 across various levels of distinction: 
Art Education, Cherokee Education, Early Childhood Education, Elementary Education, Math Education, 
Science Education, Social Studies Education, and Spanish Education. Programs going through the SPA 
process will receive recognition reports in Spring 2023. 

Update from our wonderful 

Assessement Director, Lori Riley 

Psychology and 

Counseling Updates 

Hello! My name is Chelsea Pappas. I’m one of four academic 

advisors in the College of Education. I have a graduate 

degree in Educational Leadership from Northeastern State 

University and over 10 years of experience in the field of 

higher education. So far, my favorite role in my career path 

is being an academic advisor. I love working with new and 

current students at NSU. Helping to support students’ 

journeys to achieve their goals and dreams is a privilege! No 

day is the same and each student is unique! 

Finding their wings. Members of 
the RiverHawk Scholars Program 
gather with student mentors and 
program director Justin Chase for a 
group picture. In May 2018, NSU 
joined LeadLiveLearn to create a 
four-year, fully inclusive certificate 
program for students with 
mild/moderate intellectual and/or 
developmental disabilities--the first 
of its kind in Oklahoma. 

My name is Julie Davis and I am an Academic Advisor in the 

College of Education. I am an NSU alumni, graduating in 

1987 with a double major in Psychology and Criminal Justice. 

Since graduation, I have worked in several different fields 

including work as a legal secretary, insurance claims 

examiner and DHS case worker. Although I’ve never worked 

directly in a Psychology related position, I can positively state 

that I’ve used my education in many ways throughout my 

career. I started as an Academic Advisor in July 2022 and 

could not be happier. Although many changes have occurred 

since I graduated from NSU, it’s nice to know that the faculty 

and staff have remained as welcoming as I remember it as a 

student. Now, I have the opportunity to work with students 

and help them navigate a system that can be so confusing at 

times. I hope to be a resource that students can count on to 

make their time here at NSU as memorable and enjoyable as 

mine was. 

Applications for the RiverHawks 

Scholar Program 2023-2024 

school year are open!! Anyone 

interested in joining, visit the 

site below to learn more! Forms 

are due February 1st. 

https://academics.nsuok.edu/... 

/RiverHawksSc.../default.aspx 

The College of Education is Proud to 

Highlight Two Amazing Academic 

Advisors! Meet Chelsea Pappas and 

Julie Davis 

Riverhawk Scholars 

https://www.tulsakids.com/setting-goals-for-a-successful-school-year-at-every-age/
https://academics.nsuok.edu/continuingeducation/RiverHawksScholarProgram/default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR3dGtotSpjrKKOSMJMVyptqCxWaJzb4JRCqTnfkNU1EJ5fvAXLViJ6TMig
https://academics.nsuok.edu/continuingeducation/RiverHawksScholarProgram/default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR3dGtotSpjrKKOSMJMVyptqCxWaJzb4JRCqTnfkNU1EJ5fvAXLViJ6TMig

