We are pleased to share the sixth annual NSU College of Education
alumni newsletter! Our College of Education continuously seeks
innovative ways to connect and collaborate with our alumni.

In each issue, you will find information on events within the College of
Education, new programs available, and program changes being
implemented, as well as a spotlight on alumni making a difference
within our nation, state, and community.

I want to take a moment to express gratitude for the work that you do.
The vision of the College of Education is to shape the future of the
region as the educational partner of choice by effectively preparing
educators, professional school personnel, and other allied
professionals to have a positive impact on the lives of students,

families, and communities. If you are in any of these roles, you are
making a profound impact. You will see as you look through the
newsletter that we have a lot going on at NSU and in our local
communities. Happy holidays and kudos as you work to build a
positive culture of excellence in education.
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Congratulations to NSU College of Education
graduate, Jamie Danielson (pictured left), for being
selected as Coweta Public School’s Teacher of the
Year! Danielson teaches English I and Honors English I
at Coweta’s I-High and has spent the last five years
teaching in the district with 18 years of experience in

education.
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NSU Early Childhood Education graduate, Riley
Goins (pictured right), shows her class at Cushing
Public Schools how much they mean to her!

Northeastern State University has received recognition as the most affordable online master’s degree
program in special education and library media, according to an annual report by OnlineU.com.
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Dr. Lisa Bisogno (Special Education) received NSU’s 2023

Collaboration Champion Award!

Dr. Sophia Burch was a Spotlight Presenter at the 2024 DaVinci
Institute Spring Awards celebration held at the Oklahoma History
Center on March 29. Dr. Burch was awarded the 2023 DaVinci
Creativity Fellowship for her proposed project that investigates the
impact of teaching creatively on teachers’ perceptions of their own
ability to teach creatively.

Dr. Renee Cowan (Reading) was named a DaVinci Institute Fellow by
the DaVinci Institute of Oklahoma and began working on her project
titled, “Decodable Book Bags: Leveraging the School to Home
Connection to Support Phonics Instruction.”

Here are some professional development seminars that some of our faculty are
conducting or have conducted through our partnership with the Brandon
Whitten Institute at East Central University in Ada:
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https://nsuok.edu/MSCounseling.aspx
https://academics.nsuok.edu/curriculuminstruction/DegreePrograms/EarlyChildhoodEducationMEd.aspx
https://academics.nsuok.edu/curriculuminstruction/DegreePrograms/EarlyChildhoodEducationMEd.aspx
https://academics.nsuok.edu/curriculuminstruction/DegreePrograms/EarlyChildhoodEducationMEd.aspx
https://academics.nsuok.edu/healthkinesiology/DegreePrograms/HealthandSportsScience,MS.aspx
https://coe.nsuok.edu/educationalleadership/DegreePrograms/LeadershipMS.aspx
https://coe.nsuok.edu/educationalleadership/DegreePrograms/LeadershipMS.aspx
https://coe.nsuok.edu/educationalleadership/DegreePrograms/LeadershipMS.aspx
https://coe.nsuok.edu/educationalleadership/DegreePrograms/InstructionalLeadershipMEd.aspx
https://coe.nsuok.edu/educationalleadership/DegreePrograms/InstructionalLeadershipMEd.aspx
https://coe.nsuok.edu/educationalleadership/DegreePrograms/LibraryMediaandInformationTechnologyMS.aspx
https://coe.nsuok.edu/educationalleadership/DegreePrograms/LibraryMediaandInformationTechnologyMS.aspx
https://coe.nsuok.edu/educationalleadership/DegreePrograms/LibraryMediaandInformationTechnologyMS.aspx
https://academics.nsuok.edu/curriculuminstruction/DegreePrograms/ReadingMEd.aspx
https://academics.nsuok.edu/curriculuminstruction/DegreePrograms/ReadingMEd.aspx
https://coe.nsuok.edu/educationalleadership/DegreePrograms/SchoolAdministrationMEd.aspx
https://coe.nsuok.edu/educationalleadership/DegreePrograms/SchoolAdministrationMEd.aspx
https://academics.nsuok.edu/curriculuminstruction/DegreePrograms/SpecialEducationAutismSpectrumDisordersMEd.aspx
https://academics.nsuok.edu/curriculuminstruction/DegreePrograms/SpecialEducationAutismSpectrumDisordersMEd.aspx
https://academics.nsuok.edu/curriculuminstruction/DegreePrograms/SpecialEducationAutismSpectrumDisordersMEd.aspx
https://academics.nsuok.edu/curriculuminstruction/DegreePrograms/SpecialEducationAutismSpectrumDisordersMEd.aspx

College of Cducaltion Bepantiment Updales

Cunvicufun & Tnativuclion.

Dr. Bradlee Ross defended his dissertation this summer. Dr. Kathy Seibold took
another position with the Eastern Oklahoma Library; we are excited about her new
adventure but will miss her absence. We hired Dr. Samantha Evans to fill this void;
she will be teaching both Teacher Education and Elementary Education courses on
the Tahlequah campus. Dr. Jarilyn Haney (Special Education) and Dr. Jason Proctor
(Teacher Education) received tenure and were promoted to Associate Professor, )
while Dr. Sherry Been and Dr. Ingrid Massey were promoted to Full Professor.
Elementary Education received final approval to launch their new Elementary

Education Graduate Certificate.

Educalional Leadennship

This July, Dr. Jim Ferrell became Interim Assistant Vice President of Academic Affairs, and Dr. Maria Gray became Interim
Department Chair of the Educational Leadership Department. At NSU in Tahlequah, the Educational Leadership Department
moved to different offices in Bagley, to Bagley 131, and there is still some painting left to be completed. Dr. Paula Schornick
became Program Chair for the School Administration Program, and Dr. Ron Cambiano retired. Dr. Renee Cambiano and her team
with ACE continue their work with grants that create alternative pathways for teacher certification. Faculty in the department
continue to represent the COE and NSU by presenting at conferences, being honored for their research and service, and serving
on numerous committees.

tealth & Linesiology

Ms. Margaret Dobbs. the former faculty from H & K, passed away on January 27th. We miss her so much.

The Department of Health and Kinesiology offers a new program, B.S. Sport/Recreation Management. We have one new
faculty member, Dr. Susmit Gulavani who joined our new sport/recreation management program. Congratulations to Dr.
Yenting Chen for receiving tenure and promotion to Associate Professor.

Paychology & Counneling

It has been another busy year in the Department of Psychology and

Counseling. In February, we found out that our three tracks in our Masters in
Counseling had been re-accredited by CACREP for 8 years! Drs. Kirk, Bowin,
Byers, and Woller took 5 students to the Southwestern Psychological
Association conference in March, many of them presenting posters at the
conference. In April, Dr. Kevin Woller organized and held NSU'’s first ever
Mental Health Day as well as a huge in-person induction to Psi Chi, the
international honor society for psychology during which 28 students were
inducted. Tahlequah P&C faculty spent the summer months moving from
Haskell Hall to join our COE colleagues in Bagley Hall as the university decided
to close down Haskell Hall. We had five new faculty members join us in August
2024, including Dr. Chelsea Threadgill (PhD Counselor Education and
Supervision, Walden), Dr. Rachel Olienyk (PhD Counselor Education &
Supervision), Mr. William Mitchener (ABD, Counselor Education & Supervision),
Dr. Deb Johnson (PhD Industrial-Organizational Psychology), and Ms. Rhonda
Cambiano (M. Ed - Junior College Teaching). Also in August, the new Forensic
Psychology minor went into effect, thanks to the hard work of Drs. Bowin,
Mays, and Grissom. In October, we unexpectedly lost our dear colleague and

friend, Dr. Kevin Woller. We are hoping to continue his legacy by dreaming and
implementing big ideas for the department and NSU in the upcoming years.
Stay tuned to hear about them!



On April 8, Psi Chi, the International Honor Society in Psychology with student President Alejandro Briley and Faculty Advisors Dr.
Kevin M. P. Woller and Dr. Johnny Kirk, and the Psychology Club with student President Nathan Armstrong and Faculty Advisor Dr.
Beth Bowin, along with the NSGA put on the first ever "Mental Health Day" at NSU-Tahlequah.

The overall intention of Mental Health Day was to partner with and bring local psychological and physical mental health

professionals to NSU. Our goal was to bring as many participants as we could to campus to work collaboratively to improve the
mental health and emotional well-being of the NSU administration, faculty, staff, and students, as well as the local Tahlequah and
Muskogee communities and others. Participants had resource tables with information about mental, emotional, and physical health,



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBu66yKdU4oYloD6GzclrLIOtyGaCmWXdE20TeZwmXL1HStQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfRQlt2Z09OExzXKxH51l6pjKeNnmvogjB0fw1oD8YXLfWfeQ/viewform

Milleen, Mentoiy
Sarah Vann, Ed.D.

NSU Alum, Science Education
Director of Secondary Instructional
Services
Owasso Public Schools
Milken Educator Award Winner 2011

The Milken Mentor Program is
designed to create connections to
inspire and support future
educators by pairing them with
award-winning Oklahoma educators.
The program provides guidance,
support, and confidence, turning
challenges into growth
opportunities to foster long-term
success. NSU is known throughout
the state for its dedication to
producing high-quality teachers so
it was at the top of our list when
identifying a partnering institution.

Milleen, Mentee
Allison Black
Science Teacher
Union Public Schools
NSU Elementary Education, 2024

The Milken Mentorship program
provided me with innovative
teaching strategies and resources,
which have significantly enhanced
my ability to engage and inspire my
students. The collaboration with
experienced educators allowed me
to refine my teaching methodes,
leading to a more positive, engaging,
and effective learning environment.
My students have benefited from
increased motivation and better
academic outcomes, making
learning more interactive and
enjoyable.

Hailey Couch, M.ED. Instructional
Coach, Norman Public Schools,

Milken Educator Award Winner 2018

Being a mentor in the Milken Mentor
Program has been an amazing
experience. | have thoroughly
enjoyed guiding my wonderful

mentee and have gained a significant

amount of knowledge from her too.
Witnessing her development from
her student teaching days to
successfully finishing her first
semester as a teacher has been a joy.
It has been a privilege watching her
grow throughout this journey. We
priiie 1 hold structured monthly meetings,
or Keli Garney and she regularly texts me whenever

PR Bshe has questions or wants to discuss

various topics. Although we live 2
hours away, we actually had the
grand opportunity to meet in person
this semester and it was so special
getting to see her shine in her
classroom! Her students are lucky to
have her as a teacher!

THE MILKEN
MENTOR PROGRAM

The goal of this program is to create connections to
inspire and support future educators.

STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAM TIMELINE

Milleen, Mentee
Cassidy Watkins
1st Grade Teacher
Ora Ellington Elementary
Wagoner Public Schools
NSU Elementary Education, 2024

Milleen, Menttee
Jessica Shrader
2nd grade teacher
Jenks East Elementary
NSU Elementary Education, 2024

The Milken Mentorship Program
has been a huge support to my
final year of school as well as my
first year teaching! | have the most
wonderful mentor who has truly
become afriend. | have a
wonderful support system at my
school and district, but to know
that | have someone that | can
reach out to for anything from
building professional relationships
to job interviews to fun themed
activities for my students is worth
so much. As afirst year teacher, it
is vital to have as many people in
your corner as possible and the
Milken Mentorship Program has
given me a huge asset!

Getting picked to participate in the
Milken Mentorship actually helped
me get my first teaching job! My
mentor has been a principal for
several years and we were able to
go more in depth about the
interview process. We
brainstormed questions to ask
based on what | wanted from a
school and a job and she gave me
lots of good advice and tips about
what | should expect from an
interview! | think that conversation
really helped me feel more
confident and prepared for my
interview!



