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Welcome to the new NSU College of Education Alumni Newsletter!
We are so pleased to introduce our new NSU College of Education semesterly alumni
newsletter! Our College of Education is continuously looking for innovative ways to connect
and collaborate with our alum. In each issue you will find information on upcoming events
within the College of Education, new programs available and program changes being
implemented, as well as a spotlight on alumni making a difference within our nation, state,
and/or community.

Curriculum & Instruction
Director of the Cappi
Wadley Reading Center
Dr. Tobi Thompson
thompsto@nsuok.edu
918-444-3749

A message from Dr. Vanessa Anton, Dean of the College of Education:

Educational Leadership
Dr. Jim Ferrell
ferrellj@nsuok.edu
918-444-3722

the COE, and the College Development Committee for their hard work on this inaugural

Greetings from the College of Education. Being an NSU alum myself, I know this is a
special place. We are so excited to bring you news of what your alma mater is currently
doing on campus and in the community. Thanks to Dr. Lisa Bisogno, Associate Dean of
issue.

The COE is proud of our graduates, whether they are educators, school

administrators, counselors, health/fitness professionals--or professionals in a variety of

Health & Kinesiology
Dr. MooSong Kim
kimm@nsuok.edu
918-444-3217

other fields. We remain highly committed to continuous improvement and service by

Psychology & Counseling
Dr. Kurt Choate
choatek@nsuok.edu
918-449-6574

also find other ways to connect. Please let us know if you

Teacher Education
Clinical Education Director
Dr. Tracy Thompson
thomps20@nsuok.edu
918-444-3758

achieving results through rigor, relevance, relationships,
and responsibility. Enjoy the newsletter, and I hope we can
have questions, ideas, comments, or items to add to future
publications.

COE Hosts Annual

NSU COE
Alumni Spotlight

SNAG Golf
Fundraising Event

Scott Farmer
Superintendent of Fort
Gibson Public Schools
B.S.Ed. Math Education ‘03
M.Ed. School Administration ‘06

The NSU College of Education
hosted the annual SNAG Golf
Fundraising tournament on
September 7, 2018 at the
Burnt Cabin SNAG Golf
Course. 100% percent of
player and sponsorship funding
will go to a scholarship account
through the NSU Foundation.
Participants from the College
of Education, university, and
community volunteers enjoyed
playing golf, eating, and
spending time with colleagues,
friends, and family. This event
is played every Fall, and
alumni are welcome to
participate. For more
information, contact Dr.
Vanessa Anton.

The College of Education is proud to feature an alum each newsletter who has positively
impacted his/her community and field of study. In this issue, we are honored to spotlight Scott
Farmer, Superintendent of Fort Gibson Public Schools.
Superintendent Farmer is the son of Sam and Sandra Farmer, graduates of NSU and long time
administrators at Coweta Public Schools; husband of Emily, an NSU graduate and English
Teacher at Fort Gibson; and father of Kaycie, David, and Jessie. Mr. Farmer received the
Oklahoma Association of School Administrators (OASA) District 11 Superintendent of the Year
award in 2015 and 2017. He successfully facilitated and passed a bond issue for Sallisaw
Public Schools to construct a new middle school and received the Association of Builders and
Contractors Excellence in Construction Award. Superintendent Farmer is actively involved in
state and local advsiory boards and councils such as the State Superintendent Advisory
Council, Northeastern State University College of Education 2nd Century Advisory Council,
AdvancEd/NCA state council member, and CCOSA (Cooperative Council for Oklahoma School
Administration) Aspiring-Emerging Leader Advisory planning team.

He is the appointed

delegate for SREB Educator Effectiveness and served as a board member for the Oklahoma
Schools Advisory Council (OSAC), Oklahoma Technology Association,

and Oklahoma

Principals’ Academy.

“The NSU College of Education was instrumental in preparing me for the classroom
and public school administration. The dedicated faculty provided the tools and
guidance necessary to begin my career with maximum preparedness.”
Mr. Farmer also dedicates his time to state committees. Through OASA, he serves on the
public relations, ethics, and policy and advocacy committees. He is the co-chair of the ‘For the
People’ Finance committee and served on the Oklahoma State Teacher of the Year selection
committee. NSU’s College of Education is proud of all the accomplishments achieved by
Superintendent Farmer.

Would you or someone you know like to be recognized in the spotlight section of our newsletter? If so,
please complete the following form. *Please note: Not all entries will appear in the spotlight section.
Nominate yourself or someone here.

COE Department Updates

R.A.C.E. wins
AACTE
Technology
Award
The Robotics Academy of
Critical Engagement (RACE),
housed in Northeastern State

Curriculum and Instruction: The SPED program is now offering an accelerated degree plan enabling
students to earn their master’s in just one year after completion of their bachelor’s degree in SPED. In
the Early Childhood program, grad students will no longer need to complete a portfolio. Instead, they will
complete specific early childhood courses designed to provide a well-rounded graduate perspective of
early childhood education.
Educational Leadership: Dr. Renee Cambiano, Dr. Maria Christian, and graduate student Nikki Jones
had a successful trip to China as part of the China Bridge program. The Educational Leadership program
is glad to welcome their new administrative assistant, Mr. David Stege.
Health and Kinesiology: Former graduate student, Kristian Marshall, received a full teaching
assistantship for a doctoral program and presented at the SHAPE (Society of Health and Physical
Educators) America conference in 2018.
Psychology and Counseling: The undergraduate program in Human Development and Family Studies
will begin offering a minor in early care in Fall 2019. The outstanding graduate student for the Fall 2018
graduation ceremony is Jordan Westcott who comes from our graduate counseling program. The
Psychology program was proud to host the Oklahoma Psychological Association in November on the BA
campus (it was a great success!).

University's College of
Education (COE) received the
2018 AACTE Best Practice
Award for the Innovative Use
of Technology. RACE uses
robotics as a tool to facilitate
critical thinking and problem
solving with P-12 students,
teacher candidates, and inservice teachers, through
service learning opportunities
for NSU students,
professional development for
teachers, camps and
mentoring of robotics teams
for P-12 students.

Teacher Education: Ms. Barbara Fuller and Dr. Samantha Benn-Duke (C&I Dept.) received a grant to

Dr. Debbie Landry, Provost,

take six students on an exploratory trip to Little Wound School District on the Pine Ridge Researvation

Dr. Vanessa Anton, Dean,

in South Dakota. The five pre-service teachers and graduate student developed lessons and activities

Dr. Lisa Bisogno, Associate

that targeted ways of learning for Indigenous students and explored how to teach Indigenous students in

Dean, Dr. Sophia Sweeney,

a culturally responsive manner.

Assistant Dean, and Ms.

RiverHawks Scholar Program
NSU is the first university in the state of Oklahoma to offer a program for adults with
intellectual disabilities and developmental disabilities.

Barbara Fuller, Director of
RACE, accepted the award at
the closing keynote at the
American Association of
Colleges for Teacher

The RiverHawks Scholar Program at Northeastern State University is a four-year, fully inclusive certificate program

Education Annual Meeting in

for students with mild/mild moderate intellectual and/or developmental disabilities. The RiverHawks Scholar

Baltimore, MD on March 3,

Program focuses on helping students gain knowledge and enhance their capabilities in the following areas:

2018.

independent learning, social skills, academics, and career development. For more information, contact Justin
Chase at chase04@nsuok.edu.

NSU COE Events and Information
• NSU COE Alumni get-together
The NSU College of Education is planning to host an event for all of our NSU College of
Education alumi. Please provide us with information pertaining to the event by completing
the survey below. Simply click on the link below (or copy the link into your web browser) to
help us plan our first annual NSU COE Alumni Event. We will send you event information in
the near future. Link for NSU COE Alumni Event questionnaire

• Tune into Tulsa Channel 6 news every month.
Our own Dr. Meagan Moreland shares innovative, unique, and fun literacy strategies every
third Thursday of the month at noon.

• Are you interested in obtaining your Master’s Degree? NSU College of Education
offers the following master’s programs. Click on the links for further information:
•

Counseling, M.S.

•

Early Childhood Education, M.Ed. (proposal to be offered online)

•

Health & Kinesiology, M.S.

•

Higher Education Leadership, M.S.

•

Instructional Leadership, M.Ed. (available online)

•

Library Media and Information Technology, M.S. (available online)

•

Reading, M.Ed. (available online)

•

School Administration, M.Ed. (available online)

•

Special Education-Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), M.Ed. (available online)
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